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TWO UM LAW STUDENTS TO COMPETE IN
REGIONAL CLIENT COUNSELING COMPETITION

IMMEDIATELY

mclean/jg
3/6/79
state

MISSOULA-Two University of Montana law students will compete in the regional rounds of
the Client Counseling Competition at the University of Oregon, Eugene, March 10.
Dan Mclean, Anaconda, and Kerry Newcomer, Missoula, will contend with teams from
seven other law schools in Region 11, the winning team to advance to the national
competition March 31 and April l at the University of San Diego.
The competition is sponsored by the Law Student Division of the American Bar
Association.

Some 120 schools across the country in 12 regions participate in the

competition, which began in 1969.

The last two years Montana finished second in the

regional competition.
The purpose of the competition is to promote greater knowledge and interest
among law students in the preventive law and counseling functions of law practice and
to encourage students by contest award incentives to develop interviewing, planning,
and analytical skills in the lawyer-client relationship in the law office.

The

competition simulates a law office consultation situation.
Mclean and Newcomer were chosen from a group of 15 students who entered the
competition at the law school.

Six finalists from the first round of mock interviews

competed again last week to determine the top two individuals to represent the University
of Montana in the team competition in Eugene.

Local attorneys judged the students

on interpersonal communication skills, ability to elicit information from clients,
and the correctness and practicality of proposed legal solutions to problems presented
to them.
-more-
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The Montana team will compete with students from the University of Washington,
University of Oregon, University of Puget Sound, Gonzaga University, Willamette
University, University of Idaho, and Lewis and Clark Law School.
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